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Work Session - 6:00 p.m. – Council Chambers  

Purpose: Drug Free Safety Program Training 

 
Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting  

Held on Monday, April 15, 2013 

7:00 p.m. 

 

1. COUNCIL BUSINESS                

 

(a) Call Regular City Council Meeting to Order and Roll Call – 7:11 p.m. 

 
A regular meeting of the Oberlin City Council was held on April 15, 2013 in the Council Chambers of the 

Oberlin City Hall, located at 85 S. Main Street Oberlin, Ohio. The meeting was called to order at 7:11 p.m., by 

Presiding Officer Ronnie Rimbert. Roll Call was taken as follow:  

 
Council Members:               Present         Absent   

 

Charles Peterson           

Bryan Burgess                       

Sharon Soucy                     

Elizabeth Meadows                      

Scott Broadwell                       

Aaron Mucciolo            

Ronnie Rimbert             

 

Appointees:  
 

Belinda Anderson, Clerk of Council                     

Jon Clark, Law Director                        

Eric Norenberg, City Manager                   

Sal Talarico, Finance Director                     

 

(b) Approval of Minutes – Public Hearing – April 1, 2013. 

 

Motion to approve the minutes of the April 1, 2013 Public Hearing meeting as submitted was moved by 

burgess, seconded by Soucy. 

 

Roll Call:   7 Ayes         0 Nays             Motion Carried  

 

(c) Approval of Minutes – Regular City Council Meeting – April 1, 2013. 
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Motion to approve the minutes of the April 1, 2013 Regular City Council meeting as submitted was 

moved by Soucy, seconded by Burgess.  

 

Roll Call:   7 Ayes         0 Nays             Motion Carried  
     

(d) Discuss and consider scheduling a half – day City Council Retreat. 

 

Rimbert stated that at Council’s first retreat it was determined that Council would meet again in order to 

reassess established goals.   

 

Motion to have the City Council Retreat on May 4
th
 at 1:00 p.m. was moved by Broadwell, seconded by 

Mucciolo.       

 

 Roll Call:   7 Ayes         0 Nays             Motion Carried 

 

(e) Discuss and consider scheduling a Work Session for 6:30 p.m. on May 6, 2013 to hear a presentation 

regarding the Bio-Regional Dashboard. 

 

Norenberg remarked that before Council is a request from John Peterson, of Oberlin College to do a 30 

minute presentation on a Bio-Regional Dashboard. Motion to approve a work session for 6:30 p.m., on 

May 6, 2013 for the above stated purpose was moved by Soucy, and seconded by Mucciolo. 

 

Roll Call:   7 Ayes         0 Nays             Motion Carried 

 

(f) Discuss and consider increasing fees for the Summer Playground Program and other Recreation 

programs as recommended by the Recreation Commission. 

 

Norenberg introduced Ian Yarber, Recreation Coordinator to discuss a recommendation by the 

Recreation Commission to increase fees for various recreational programs. It was noted that Duane 

Anderson, Chair of the Recreation Commission was also present in the audience. Yarber stated that a fee 

increase is being requested in order to generate revenues to help offset some of the costs incurred to run 

programs through the Recreation Department. This request would be the second fee increase in thirty–

five (35) years and was arrived at through consensus. Various members of the Recreation Commission 

felt that, rather than loose the program altogether they would rather increase the fees so that students 

could continue to be supervised in a controlled environment. Provisions remain in place to accommodate 

assistance for low income and families with multiple dependents enrolled in the program.  

 

At the request of the Council President, Yarber provided a general overview of several programs offered 

through the Recreation Department.  

 

Meadows asked what the reactions were from residents when the fees were first initiated in 2011. Yarber 

remarked that initially there were a few complaints but most concerns were defused once the actual costs 

were laid out. In fact, he noticed that in the City’s Playground program the numbers actually increased. 

 

Peterson remarked that, being someone whose children participate in these programs, he would have to 

admit that there is a lot of quality for the low price. He expressed his appreciation to the department and 

the Recreation Commission’s attempt to try to maintain the balance which is difficult to do during these 

tough financial times.  

 

Motion to accept the recommendation from the Recreation Commission to accept an increase in the 

proposed fees was moved by Meadows and seconded by Broadwell.  

 

Roll Call:  7 Ayes        0 Nays              Motion Carried 
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2. ANY CONCERNS THAT ARE NOT ON THE AGENDA MAY BE BROUGHT TO THE 

ATTENTION OF COUNCIL AT THIS TIME. 

 

None 

 

3. OLD BUSINESS:   

 

(A). ORDINANCE No. 13-22 AC CMS: An Ordinance Approving an Amendment to the City of Oberlin 

Employee Policy Manual Related to Personal Leave and Declaring an Emergency.                                    (2
nd

)(E) 

 

The Clerk read the ordinance by number and title only.  

 

Motion to approve the ordinance on second reading was moved by Meadows, seconded by Broadwell.  

 

A recap of the discussion pertaining to the above stated topic at the April 1
st
 regular City Council meeting was 

provided by Eric Norenberg, Oberlin City Manager where he also addressed concerns raised by various 

members of Council related to the amount of personal days provided to department heads in comparison to 

FLSA –exempt employees and all other regular full-time employees.  Comments were supported by a report 

which listed comparables with surrounding communities. 

 

Broadwell thanked the City Manager for the report and questioned why some communities observed more 

holidays than others: Avon Lake had eight (8) holidays while other cities observed twelve (12).  Norenberg 

remarked that he hadn’t looked at the survey, but he would imagine that there were some communities who 

chose to observe more federal holidays than others, for instance, unlike the City, not all communities observed 

Columbus Day, Martin Luther King Jr. Day, or the day after Thanksgiving. It was further noted that the 

difference could also be attributed to floating holidays.   

 

Burgess also thanked Mr. Norenberg for the report which he felt solidified his earlier concerns raised at the 

previous meeting, that the number of personal days provided to a department head should not be vastly more 

than other employees and that seven days was not a threshold that he was willing to cross. He didn’t see an 

example of another community that offered seven (7) days, and a full week of personal leave above and beyond 

sick leave and vacation time seemed like a bit much to him.  

 

A motion to amend Section 1 of the ordinance to strike seven (7) personal days for the department heads and 

insert six (6) personal days was moved by Burgess.  The motion was seconded by Soucy.  

 

Mucciolo expressed that, as noted in the last meeting, part of the trade off with benefits with personal days was 

presumably in salaries and direct monetary compensation. He pointed out that in comparison to other cities, 

Oberlin fell well below other communities in terms of the amount of longevity compensation provided. So in 

that regard none of our staff is being compensated at a level that is comparable to other cities. If we were going 

to compare numbers of free days (days that one does not have to show up for work) and if we left personal days 

for department heads at seven (7) as originally indicated in the ordinance, that puts us right at the top with North 

Ridgeville and with a one day difference with several other communities, which he didn’t feel would be 

particularly harmful to the balance especially given the additional work that department heads are expected to do 

managing staff. 

 

Norenberg reiterated the reasons stated at the previous meeting for having the differentiation of the personal 

days between the exempt employees and the non-bargaining department heads.    

 

Broadwell remarked that he favored the additional personal day over offering compensatory time and would not 

support the amendment.  
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Rimbert remarked that a week of personal time seemed to be a bit more than necessary. Appointees understood 

that the extra work hours came with the territory and was therefore taken into consideration with the rate of pay 

and other benefits, just like it was understood that Council would work a lot of overtime and not be compensated 

for it, nor offered the benefit of personal time. For these reasons he would support the amendment.  

   

Soucy called the question on the amendment.   

 

Roll Call:  5 Ayes         2 Nays                        Motion Carried 
       (Broadwell, Mucciolo) 

 

A motion to suspend the rules requiring three readings and to elevate Ordinance No. 13-22 to an emergency in 

order to update the City of Oberlin Employee Policy Manual as soon as possible was moved by Soucy. The 

motion was seconded by Peterson.  

 

Roll Call:  7 Ayes         0 Nays                        Motion Carried 
(2nd, Suspension of Rules/ Emergency)           

 

Roll Call:  7 Ayes         0 Nays                         Motion Carried 
(2nd, Final) 

 

 

4. NEW BUSINESS:  

 

Council President Rimbert moved Ordinance No. 13-29 AC CMS to the next item on the agenda with the 

consent of Council. 

 

(D). ORDINANCE No. 13-29 AC CMS:  An Ordinance Approving an Agreement with Zion Community 

Development Corporation to Manage a Community Garden at Legion Field Park and Declaring an Emergency.

                                                            (1
st
)(E) 

 
Soucy moved to have the ordinance read by number, title and substantive portions only, seconded by Mucciolo. 

 

Roll Call:  7 Ayes         0 Nays                        Motion Carried 

 

The Clerk read as directed.  

 

Motion to approve the ordinance on first reading was moved by Meadows, seconded by Broadwell.  

 

An explanation of the proposed ordinance was provided by the City Manager. It was noted that Zion had 

requested a five – year agreement so that donors and gardeners would see the long term value to investing in the 

garden project. The proposed long term agreement would include the following components:  

 

 Two- year agreement with three one – year renewal options. 

 Right to terminate clause at any time with 60 days notices. 

 The current “end of contract report” will become an “end of season” report, due in December, so the 

City can assess how the garden is performing before the renewal occurs.  

 

Additional changes to the agreement would:  

 

 Permit Zion CDC to post a sign on site that is in accordance with City Code requirements. 

 Provide for the delivery of mulch as outlined in proposed changes to Chapter 925 of the City Code.  

 Continue to provide for the initial $50 credit that is being offered for water usage.  
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 Allow Zion CDC to charge a higher fee for the raised beds (up to $35 from $10), but establish a sliding 

scale so that “no applicant for a garden plot will be required to pay more than they are able to pay.”  

 

Norenberg noted that the department heads have all looked at this and they don’t have an alternative use to 

recommend for the park and are reasonably content with the relationship that they had last year.   

 

Mucciolo asked if the 60 day termination provision would permit the applicants to come back before Council 

prior to when the decision to terminate the contract is made. Norenberg remarked that it would. 

 

Soucy agreed with Mr. Norenberg that this was a much more successful year for the garden than what they had 

experienced in the past. However, she expressed her concern with the language provided in Section 2 of the 

agreement which she felt complicated the process even further. Instead she proposed that the City offer Zion 

CDC a two year contract that doubles the time and look at it again in two years.  Burgess concurred.  In 

addition, Burgess hoped that two years from now when the group comes back to renew the contract that they are 

talking about long term plans for the Legion Field lot and they are no longer considering alternative plans for the 

location, which he felt was perfectly suited for a community garden.  

 

Broadwell asked why they decided to increase the cost of the raised beds from $10 to $35. David Sonner, 

President of Zion CDC, responded that the money will be used to help with the cost of operating the community 

garden.  He reiterated earlier comments from the City Manager that no one would be turned away if they 

couldn’t afford to pay.  

 

Soucy suggested that if there were people who were willing to pay the difference to help with the operations 

cost then why not keep the cost the same, and then, if there are improvements that need to be made, ask the 

membership for additional compensation to help assist with those improvements. It just seemed like it would 

streamline the process a lot more. Sonner remarked that a lot of thought went into the proposed agreement and 

based on past experiences in working with the garden this is what they have decided to offer. However, they 

were open to suggestions and willing to do whatever was necessary to make the program work.  

 

Peterson sought clarification on whether or not a subsidy would be offered to those individuals who were unable 

to cover the $35. Sonner remarked that the cost would be based on what individuals could afford. If they could 

afford $15 then that is what they will pay. It was noted that any shortfall from Zion CDC’s projected goal, 

would be made up by local businesses, individuals, and groups that have agreed to support the endeavor.  

 

Mucciolo said that he didn’t see any value in amending this contract to the point of micro-managing the process. 

In addition, he addressed comments from Soucy, related to the expressed length of terms in the contract. It was 

his understanding that the language had been reworded to simplify the process in the future, where instead of 

drafting an ordinance Council would now be able to express its concurrence to extend the length of the contract 

by simply passing a motion. Norenberg remarked that he is beginning to feel comfortable with the way the 

agreement is written whereas in the past there has been a lot more haggling going on prior to the ordinance 

being presented to Council. This way a motion to renew the contract would be used to prevent staff from having 

to spend a considerable amount of time revising the ordinance. He remarked that this type of contract is 

comparable to the contract with the East College Street Project which approved a one (1) year automatically 

renewing agreement for ten (10) years. Peterson remarked that the garden was headed in a positive direction and 

therefore he was fine with the language in the contract as presented.  

 

Law Director Clark addressed earlier remarks related to the fees increase for participation in the garden. He 

noted that flexibility had been built into the contract that would make certain that the fees would not exceed $35 

and would also permit Zion CDC to establish a sliding scale to ensure access is affordable to all residents.  

Rimbert asked if this sliding scale provision would require them to have Oberlin Community Services evaluate 

the applications since that has been the norm in the past?  Clark remarked that his thought would be to determine 

if Council would want to insert that much more procedure into the process, since the program is headed in the 

right direction.  However, according to the agreement, it sounds to him like Zion will establish on its own what 
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the sliding scale will be and if it works, then they would leave it as is, but if it didn’t, then they could revisit it in 

the future.      

 

Meadows said she would like to support Soucy’s suggestion to double the contract for two years. She agreed 

that under the leadership of Ms. Wu the community garden has been handled in a much more professional 

manner that has resulted in a much more stable program. In keeping with that she felt that the contract should 

match that professionalism that Ms. Wu has brought to the program. In addition, Meadows felt that the payment 

terms should be more specific for those who are interested in participating in the program. Though the language 

offered more flexibility on behalf of Zion CDC, she found the language to be unclear. Sonner said the details of 

the contract were put together by the City Manager and the two law directors. As he said earlier they would like 

to leave the meeting with an agreement in place and they will make it work.    

 

Motion to amend Section 2 of the agreement to insert a period after March 31, 2015, and to delete the following 

language: 

 

“…after which the City Manager is authorized but not required to enter into up to three, one-year extensions of 

the Agreement upon substantially the same terms and conditions provided the City Council, by Motion, and the 

City Manager agree that Zion has been in compliance with the terms of this agreement during the prior year 

and that no higher and better use for Legion Field has been identified by the City.”   

 

Was moved by Soucy and seconded by Meadows.  

 

Roll Call:  5 Ayes         2 Nays                        Motion Carried 
(Amendment)         (Peterson, Mucciolo) 

 

Soucy moved to make a second amendment to Section 5 of the agreement to indicate that the fee would be no 

more than $10 for any Oberlin resident. The motion was seconded by Broadwell with a stipulation to urge 

participants to contribute $25 towards the cost of operating the program. A point of order was raised by 

Mucciolo seeking clarity of what they were voting on. 

   

Soucy restated the motion to amend Section 5 of the agreement to insert the words: “…a ten dollar ($10) fee” in 

the first sentence between the word charge and the word for; and to strike the entire second sentence which 

reads:  

 

“The fee for gardening in a raised bed in the “Plots” section may be collected and used by Zion to offset the 

fixed costs of Zion in establishing and operating the community garden and shall not exceed thirty-five Dollars 

($35.00) for a resident of the City of Oberlin and Forty-five Dollars ($45.00) for a non-resident of the City of 

Oberlin, however Zion may establish a sliding scale to ensure access to the raised beds affordable to all 

residents” The motion was seconded by Broadwell.  

 

Burgess questioned what the levelized amount would be in order to cover the cost of operation for the year. 

Sonner remarked that the fees estimate round $2500 which is the amount that it will take to operate this garden. 

He remarked that if the fees remain at $10/raised bed, then Peter Crowley and his group would raise the 

remaining funds needed to make this garden a success. Peterson asked if the $35/raised bed was the amount that 

was agreed upon by the current membership. Sonner remarked that he hadn’t polled everyone, but the amount 

was proposed by a group of garden enthusiasts who stepped forwarded to spearhead this project. Broadwell said 

if they needed to sell the plots at $35/plot just to break even then how much money did Zion CDC lose last year?   

 

Peter Crowley, 134 West Lincoln Street said that there were a number of gardeners who made personal 

contributions to the garden to make it a success last year, but this year they realized that if they wanted to make 

the garden sustainable then they would have to put together a long term plan and project what the costs would be 

over time. The proposed fees represent the reinvestment in that garden over the next five (5) years. One box 

would cost about $200 to replace today and each one has a life expectancy of about five (5) years. If you 
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purchase the lumber to replace those boxes, the capital would need to be there to do it. At this time they have 

budgeted to replace three (3) to four (4) boxes each year. If you pay $35 for a box and it lasts five (5) years then 

you have paid to replace that box. He felt that if they tried to patch together the funds from different funding 

sources, then they would have a difficult time moving forward, thirty-five ($35) was the number that they came 

up with because that is the amount that they need to make this garden grow and become the wonderful source of 

community pride that they were looking for.     

 

Norenberg sought after clarification on whether the motion that was proposed was intended to remove the 

language that differentiates between the cost for residents at $10 and non-residents at $20. 

 

Soucy said that she finds herself disturbed by this whole concept of a community garden getting to the point 

where people are paying $35 for a plot. It seemed to her that the City has provided the land and the fees are 

minimal for water and mulch. The individuals pay for the seeds and they maintain their plot. Although she 

supported fundraising attempts to raise funds to sustain the project, she was disturbed that this is turning into a 

community garden where we are getting involved in the dollars. This is essentially a volunteer enterprise with 

the support of the City and she felt that ultimately the best way to generate revenue for the project is to get more 

people involved.  

 

Rimbert asked why they needed the raised beds when the ground that they were working with is fertile. Crowley 

remarked that the raised beds were a given. When they came to the garden the initial plot that was opened up 

was so muddy that it was impossible to cultivate. So the solution was to purchase these boxes and set up a 

garden so that they could begin gardening that season. They were able to cultivate the garden last year because 

they started in July and they created a garden once the rainy season had passed. One of the reasons why they 

have kept the raised beds is because it is more accessible to handicapped individuals, but the question of 

whether to keep the beds or not is an evolving discussion.  

 

Crowley added that this was a community garden for the public and for that matter in order to make it a success 

they must think about the business of maintaining it, which is what they have tried to do with this budget.  

 

Angela Wu, Executive Director of Zion CDC reinforced the desire to have a $35 dollar fee because of the need 

for maintenance. She explained that this was not simply for the maintenance of the actual boxes and the actual 

plots but for payment of people who can help us manage the garden. Wu continued to offer an explanation of 

some additional needs for the funding as well due to the implementation of a summer youth mentoring program 

that would be tied to the garden.  

 

The Clerk restated the motion as directed by Council.  

 

Norenberg noted that the motion as stated not only omits the wording that establishes separate fees for residents 

and non residents but also now creates two fees for the same area, whereas the proposed language had one fee 

for the open area and one fee for the raised plots.  

  
Roll Call:  3 Ayes         4 Nays                       Motion Failed 
  (Soucy, Broadwell, Rimbert)        (Burgess, Meadows, Mucciolo, Peterson) 

 

A motion to suspend the rules requiring three readings and to elevate Ordinance No. 13-29 to an emergency for 

the reasons stated in Section 3 was moved by Mucciolo, seconded by Peterson.  

 

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         1 Nay                        Motion Carried 
(1st, Suspension of Rules/ Emergency)      (Meadows)      

  

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         1 Nay                         Motion Carried 
(1st, Final)                     (Meadows) 
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Rimbert remarked that he hoped that the City at some point would address the need to provide places for kids to 

play baseball and softball uninhibited. The kids have nowhere to go in the City to play baseball. Sonner agreed 

and expressed a desire to see the situation resolved through a collaborative effort from the City and local 

citizenry. Sonner then thanked the members of Council for approving the ordinance on emergency.   
 

(A). ORDINANCE No. 13-26 AC CMS:  An Ordinance Approving a Participation Agreement Between the City 

of Oberlin, Ohio, and the Ohio Department of Transportation for the Purchase of Sodium Chloride (Rock Salt) 

and Declaring an Emergency.                                              (1
st
)(E) 

 

Rimbert announced that Meadows left the meeting due to medical issues.   

 

Soucy moved to have the ordinance read by number, title and substantive portions only, seconded by Mucciolo. 

 

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                        Motion Carried 

 

The Clerk read as directed.  

 

Motion to approve the ordinance on first reading was moved by Mucciolo, seconded by Burgess.  

 

Norenberg remarked that this was a routine item that occurs every year. The proposal had been outlined in a 

memo from Jeff Baumann, the Director of Public Works was also available to answer questions at this time.  

 

Burgess expressed his approval for the ordinance and proposed a motion to suspend the rules requiring three 

readings and to elevate Ordinance No. 13-26 to an emergency for the reasons stated in Section 3. The motion 

was seconded by Peterson.    

 

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                        Motion Carried 
(1st, Suspension of Rules/ Emergency)           

 

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                         Motion Carried 
(1st, Final) 

   

(B). ORDINANCE No. 13-27 AC CMS: An Ordinance Amending Chapter 925 of the Codified Ordinances of 

the City of Oberlin, Ohio Pertaining to Garbage and Rubbish Collection and the Administration of Fees for 

Collection and Delivery of Organic Material.                         .                                     (1
st
) 

                                                                                                                           

Peterson moved to have the ordinance read by number, title and substantive portions only, seconded by 

Broadwell. 

 

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                        Motion Carried 

 

The Clerk read as directed.  

 

Motion to approve the ordinance on first reading was moved by Broadwell, seconded by Soucy.  

 

Norenberg introduced the ordinance to members of Council. He noted that this ordinance had been proposed as 

a result of their previous agreement with Zion CDC which allowed the City to deliver mulch to Zion CDC at a 

rate that was under market value. Since this was being offered to Zion CDC other organizations have begun 

asking for the same service. In an attempt to recover the costs for mulch delivery to various locations, City staff 

decided to revise Section 925 of the City Code to include a fee that was more in line with costs to provide such a 

service. The results are the fees suggested in the ordinance. The discussion was then deferred to Public Works 

Director Jeff Baumann.   
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Baumann remarked that he wished that these rates could be approved by motion as well, but since these rates are 

codified, an ordinance is needed to make the necessary revisions. He remarked that the proposed rates are based 

on staff’s best estimation of both demand and the time commitment that would be required to fulfill each 

request.  

    

Broadwell asked if forty dollars ($40) was enough to move the mulch out of town. Baumann remarked that the 

rate was reasonable given that there were places out of town that were closer than in town due to the location of 

the Waste Water Plant.   

 

Burgess said that it might be a good idea to substitute the word “load” with some other unit of measure. He 

asked how many yards were in a load.  Baumann remarked that it was probably between 3 and 5 yards, but he 

would not recommend that they amend the ordinance on the floor based on his estimate, because in their policy 

and procedures they say a one ton dump truck. He remarked that he would be willing to come back at the next 

meeting with a measurement that was more specific.   

 

Burgess asked why they should charge a delivery fee in cases where the wood chips were going to have to be 

delivered anyways. Baumann remarked that, as indicated in the draft ordinance, staff is not proposing to charge 

a delivery fee for when they are delivering either woodchips fresh off the chipper or leaves fresh from the 

vacuum truck since it would be cheaper to deliver it to residents in this scenario.  

 

Rimbert asked if the City provided a service for residents who were unable to take out their own garbage. 

Baumann remarked that there was a rear yard collection service available to residents who were incapable of 

moving refuse and recycling to the curb.  

  

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                         Motion Carried 
(1st, Reading)             

 

(C). ORDINANCE No. 13-28 AC CMS:  An Ordinance Authorizing the City Manager to Enter into a Contract 

with Design-Build Solutions, Inc. of Cleveland, Ohio through the State Office of Procurement Services for a 

Roof Replacement Project for Oberlin Municipal Light and Power System and Declaring an Emergency. (1st
)(E)                            

 

Mucciolo moved to have the ordinance read by number, title and substantive portions only, seconded by Soucy. 

 

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                        Motion Carried 

 

The Clerk read as directed.  

 

Motion to approve the ordinance on first reading was moved by Soucy, seconded by Peterson.  

 

Norenberg announced that the Electric Department Director Steve Dupee and the Generation Superintendent 

Steve Wilson were available to introduce the proposed ordinance. Dupee remarked that the roof replacement 

project is a 2013 budgeted capital project for the generation division. This ordinance will authorize the 

procurement of both materials and labor for replacing a portion for the roof over the power plant over units 1-4, 

which is the east side of the plant facing Main Street. The utility proposes to contract through the State of Ohio 

Procurement Services with a company called Design-Build Solutions, Inc. of Cleveland, Ohio. The project 

scope will include the following major tasks:  

 

 removal of disposition of existing roof material down to deck; 

 inspect and replace any deteriorated decking; 

 installation of tapered sumps and retrofit drains; 

 installation of new roof membrane system (3,744 sq. ft); and 

 installation of flashing and metal coping.  
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Dupee noted that the new roof assembly would carry a workmanship and material warranty for a 15 year period. 

The State bid price for the roof replacement project is $59, 920 and includes a contingency of $1,000 for deck 

replacement.  

 

Discussion ensued relating to an explanation of the multiplier used to determine the one-time specific discount 

given to the City based on the bid submitted by Design-Build Solutions, Inc. (DBS)., and an explanation of the 

differences between the process used to submit bids for the proposed project through the State Office of 

Procurement Services and bids submitted by the City for a street repairs project.    

  

Burgess asked if the roof membrane scheduled for installation would be a white membrane heat reflecting 

system.  Dupee said he believed that the membrane would be black, but they can look into specifying a white 

membrane if Council would like. Wilson remarked that the reason why they didn’t go in that direction was 

because the plant was not air conditioned: he wasn’t sure that the added cost was necessary. Burgess stressed the 

need for having the white membrane installed even further. He argued that in the absence of an air conditioning 

system the white membrane would serve to keep the area even cooler. Dupee remarked that if the white 

membrane were significantly higher than the black membrane system then it might put them over the prevailing 

wage threshold, which would require a rebid of the project. Burgess argued that this was about a comfort level 

that was going to last for the next fifteen (15) years. He wished that staff had considered the white membrane 

issue beforehand. Dupee remarked that the rest of the roof was black. Burgess remarked that over time the entire 

roof could be white. Dupee remarked that the proposal was good for sixty (60) days so if Council passed this on 

first reading he should be able to check the numbers and come back to Council on second reading to get this 

approved. Burgess remarked that he would like to see another proposal. He felt that the added cost would be 

well worth it over the fifteen (15) year life span of the roof.   

 

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                        Motion Carried 
(1st, Reading)           

                              
(E). RESOLUTION No. R13-03 CMS:  A Resolution in Support of Tax Exempt Financing and Declaring an 

Emergency.                                                                                                                                           (1st
)(E)

                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Peterson moved to have the ordinance read by number, title and substantive portions only, seconded by Soucy. 

 

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                        Motion Carried 

 

The Clerk read as directed.  

 

Motion to approve the resolution on first reading was moved by Broadwell, seconded by Mucciolo.  

 

Norenberg provided an overview of the proposed resolution and deferred the discussion to Mr. Dupee. Dupee 

remarked that the Ohio Municipal Electric Association (OMEA) is asking members to pass a resolution that 

supports tax-exempt financing. Tax-exempt financing is a tool that state governments, local municipalities, and 

other public entities use to finance public purpose projects such as roads, bridges, schools, electric and water 

infrastructure and so on. Essentially the interest earned on tax-exempt financing is exempt from federal taxes 

making it attractive to a wide variety of investors. Interest rates on tax-exempt bonds are typically lower than 

taxable financing instruments. The City has used tax-exempt financing in the past, most recently with the 

General Maintenance Facility, the Fire Station expansion project, and the purchase of a truck for the Fire 

Department. This issue is important for the City and the entire community. It is particularly important to the 

Electric Department, because this is how the department funds large scale utility improvement projects, whether 

it is generation projects that they are constructing in partnership with AMP; for example all of the hydro projects 

that are under construction today. The lion’s share of the financing for those projects is done through tax-exempt 

financing.  This will impact distribution and transmission infrastructure as well. The benefits of tax-exempt 

financing is that it lowers borrowing cost for our community and that translates into lower retail electric costs 
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for electric customers and of course it helps us to provide long term reliable and stable service to the 

community. Unfortunately, the Federal government in their discussions surrounding tax reform, continue to 

raise this issue of doing away with tax-exempt financing or limiting tax deductions that one can take.  He urged 

Council to support the resolution, which was in concert with previous City action in terms of letters that we have 

sent to our congressional leaders and in terms of the message that he and Councilor Broadwell, who serves on 

the OMEA board, have said in Washington last month during the OMEA conference.  

 

Talarico said that essentially an investor who is investing in local government bonds right now didn’t have to 

pay taxes on the interest that they earn. Therefore they are willing to take a lower interest rate. If that provision 

is removed and it becomes taxable they will not be willing to take a lower interest rate because now they have to 

pay federal and state taxes on those earnings. So it will cost local governments more money to borrow in order 

to make capital improvements or buy capital items, like fire trucks. The bottom line is that they will either have 

to raise taxes or do fewer projects.  

 

Broadwell said they pushed this issue pretty hard when they were in Washington. This is so crucial to our 

operation and how we do things in the City of Oberlin and even though it wouldn’t shut the City down, it would 

certainly tie our hands.    

 

David Ashenhurst, Sumner Street said that this is shown as having a first reading on February 4
th
, 2013. The 

Clerk stated that it was a typo. 

 

Motion to suspend the rules requiring three readings and to elevate Ordinance No. 13-26 to an emergency for 

the reasons stated in Section 4 was moved by Peterson, seconded by Mucciolo.  

 

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                        Motion Carried 
(1st, Suspension of Rules/ Emergency)           

 

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                         Motion Carried 
(1st, Final) 

 

5. OTHER NEW BUSINESS:    
 

None  

 

6. COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS:  

 

(A). Referrals 

(B). Advocacy 

(C). Correspondence 

(D). Reports 

 

Members of Council shared several announcements and updates including:  

 Oberlin Early Childhood Center message of appreciation to Council for its continued financial support.   

 Announcement that the City will be giving away free compost on Saturday at 9:00 a.m.  

 Correspondence received from the Ohio Free Enterprise Alliance advocating the freedom of other cities 

to have internet sweepstakes cafes.  

  Expressed their deep concern for the events that took place in Boston related to the bombing incident.  

  Oberlin Public Library Brunch recognizing volunteers and OPL staff will be Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.   

  Need for signs to let traffic know that that business district is still going on downtown while the 

construction continues on the northern end of SR58.   

 Proposal for a Cherry Blossom Park on Legion Field from Kelly Singleton.  
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7. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT:  

 

City Manger Norenberg provided the following updates.  

 Provided an update on the status of the concession stand.   

 Letter mentioning that they will have six (6) students graduating from the Oberlin High School who will 

be going into the armed forces. An event will be held to honor new recruits on May 7
th
 at 6:15 p.m..   

 Earth Day Celebration on April 22
nd

 at the new recycling facility at the  Republic Landfill Operation on 

Oberlin Road 
   

 8. FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORT:   

 
City Manger Norenberg provided and update on the Fire Works Donations.  

 Fireworks Donations are at three thousand dollars ($3,000). Twenty –Five hundred dollars ($2500) is 

still needed to host a 4
th
 of July celebration.   

 

 

9. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:   

 

David Ashenhurst endorsed Council’s call for better signage during the SR58 construction project. He also 

hoped that they could place a No U-Turn sign in the downtown area, to make traffic safer for pedestrians.  

  

Cindy Carreno, 409 South Pleasant Street in Oberlin voiced her concerns surrounding the impact that the new 

Ace Hardware store will have on the small business community, like the Watson Hardware store. 

 

Angela Wu, expounded on comments made by Carreno and noted that it would be great to have an opportunity 

for the public to participate in some of the planning decisions that are made in particular in the Zion CDC 

planning area. She offered her assistance to the City and members of Council to make this happen. Wu also 

announced that an exhibition is on view at the Oberlin Public Library. The exhibit is for students who are a part 

of the Street Law High School Program who have mapped out their vision for Oberlin’s future. Wu encouraged 

members of Council and the viewing audience to visit the location.  

 

Rimbert noted that Planning Commission meetings are open to the public and is a perfect venue by which the 

public can become involved in the shaping of its local landscape.  

  

10. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Being that there was no further business to come before Council at this time the meeting adjourned at 9:34:06 

p.m.  

 

Attest:  

 

____________________________    ____________________________ 

BELINDA B. ANDERSON, CMC    RONNIE J. RIMBERT  

CLERK OF COUNCIL      PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL 

 

APPROVED: 05/06/2013     POSTED: 05/07/2013 


