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Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting  

Held on Monday, February 19, 2013 

7:00 p.m. 

 

1. COUNCIL BUSINESS                

 

(a) Call Regular City Council Meeting to Order and Roll Call – 7:11 p.m. 

 
A regular meeting of the Oberlin City Council was held on February 19, 2013 in the Council Chambers of the 

Oberlin City Hall, located at 85 S. Main Street Oberlin, Ohio. The meeting was called to order at 7:11 p.m., by 

Presiding Officer Ronnie Rimbert. Roll Call was taken:  

 
Council Members:               Present         Absent   

 

Charles Peterson           

Bryan Burgess                       

Sharon Soucy                     

Elizabeth Meadows                      

Scott Broadwell                       

Aaron Mucciolo                    

Ronnie Rimbert             

 

Appointees:  
 

Belinda Anderson, Clerk of Council                     

Eric Severs, Law Director                      

Eric Norenberg, City Manager                   

Sal Talarico, Finance Director                     

 

(b) Approval of Minutes – City Council Work Session – February 4, 2013. 

 

Motion to approve the minutes of the February 4, 2013 work session as submitted was moved by Broadwell, 

seconded by Burgess.  

 

Roll Call:   6 Ayes         0 Nays                    Motion Carried 
        

(c) Approval of Minutes – Regular City Council Meeting – February 4, 2013. 

 

Motion to approve the minutes of the February 4, 2013 regular meeting as presented was moved by Meadows, 

seconded by Burgess.  

  

Roll Call:   6 Ayes         0 Nays                    Motion Carried 
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(d) Schedule a public hearing for March 18, 2013 at 6:45 p.m. to consider the City of Oberlin’s intention to 

apply for Federal funding under the State of Ohio’s Community Housing Improvement Program (CHIP) 

for Fiscal Year 2013. 

 

Motion to schedule a public hearing for March 18, 2013 for the above stated purpose was moved by Soucy, 

seconded by Peterson. 

 

Roll Call:   6 Ayes         0 Nays                    Motion Carried 

 

 

(e) Discuss and consider the 2013 Contract with Main Street Oberlin, Inc. to Provide Promotional Activities 

to the City of Oberlin, Ohio.   

 

Meadows provided Council with an update on actions taken by the Promotions Grant Selection Committee, 

regarding its recommendations for 2013 Bed Tax Promotions Grant Awards. Meadows stated that the $10,000 

was divided among six of the applicants which possessed the most potential to produce greater positive and 

widespread tourism and economic benefits for Oberlin. The bed tax award recipients were listed as follows:  

 

 Juneteenth Oberlin 2013 - $3,400 

 FAVA- $2,500 

 Oberlin Summer Theater Festival - $2,000 

 SITES Cultural Festival - $400 

 Ohio Dance Theatre $1,200 

 Oberlin Heritage Center - $500 

 

Burgess asked if the committees had discussed alternative funding options with the organizations granted lesser 

funds than the amount requested, to ensure that they were still able to function? Meadows remarked that the 

applications all listed other resources but none of them seemed to depend solely on funding from the bed tax.  

She suggested that it was a good point and maybe one that should be looked at next year when this process is 

revisited.   

 

Norenberg remarked that in years past this item has come before Council in the form of an ordinance because 

state law required Council authorization via ordinance for anything over $25,000. That amount was recently 

raised to $50,000 but is still before Council for approval by motion.  Norenberg noted that the bed tax will bring 

in a total of $40,000, the remaining $30,000, will go to Oberlin Business Partnership.  

 

Meadows remarked that the only differences that took place this year from the past, is that they usually have a 

representative of the business community represented on the committee but this year that wasn’t the case. In 

addition, this year the committee made certain to stay within the $10,000 due to the economic climate of 

Oberlin, unlike previous committees.   

 

Burgess asked if the Bed Tax Fund was collected as a flat rate per room or if it was a percentage of the room. 

Talarico remarked that it was a percentage and he believed it was for establishments over either (4) four or (5) 

five units.  

 

Motion to approve the contract with Oberlin Business Partnership to provide promotional activities to the City 

of Oberlin and to accept their annual report was moved by Meadows and seconded by Soucy.  

 

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                        Motion Carried 
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2. ANY CONCERNS THAT ARE NOT ON THE AGENDA MAY BE BROUGHT TO THE 

ATTENTION OF COUNCIL AT THIS TIME. 

 

Energy Advocate 

 

Doug McMillan introduced Greg Jones, the energy advocate working for POWER. McMillan stated that Jones 

will be responsible for promoting energy efficiency in Oberlin. Jones has an extensive background in energy, 

energy efficiency, and efficiency training. More importantly, Mr. Jones has an excitement about energy 

efficiency that is contagious. Jones thanked Council for the opportunity and urged members of the public to 

contact him for assistance. Rimbert commented on a recent positive experience that he had utilizing the services 

of POWER to replace his water heater. He urged members of the community to utilize the services of this 

program. City Manager Norenberg noted that these services could be accessed by contacting POWER at 789-

4531.  

 

Special City Council Meetings 

 

Soucy moved to schedule two Special City Council meetings, on February 22, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. and on 

February 25
th
 at 10:00 a.m., in order to: adjourn to executive session for the purpose of personnel discussion 

related to the hiring of a new Law Director. The motion was seconded by Burgess.  

 

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                        Motion Carried 

 

3. OLD BUSINESS:   

 

(A). ORDINANCE  No. 12-84 AC CMS:  An Ordinance Authorizing the City Manager to Enter into a 

Memorandum of Understanding with the Lorain County Storm Water Management District to Provide for Storm 

Water Utility Development Services and Declaring an Emergency.              (3rd
)(E) 

 

The Clerk read by number and title only.  

 

Motion to approve the ordinance on first reading was moved by Broadwell, seconded by Soucy.  

 

City Manager Norenberg recalled that the above stated ordinance had been discussed on two occasions and 

tabled on third reading. The ordinance had been tabled to permit the Public Utilities Commission additional time 

to review the MOU with the Lorain County Storm Water Management District, which would provide for Storm 

Water Utility Development Services for the City of Oberlin. The PUC has held two meetings on this subject and 

at their February 5
th
 meeting the commission moved to recommend approval of the MOU as prepared by staff. A 

detailed report had been sent out in last week’s packet for Council’s review. The PUC continues to express an 

interest in making sure that there is still plenty of public input in the process. Staff agreed that a good time to do 

this would be during the ramp up stage of the project and concluded that, if necessary, they would also contract 

directly with the consulting firm to participate in these discussions.  

 

Burgess asked when they could expect the public input sessions to start? Norenberg remarked that he anticipated 

that the public input sessions would begin in April, depending on how the project progressed. Soucy commented 

that Jeff Baumann’s report was excellent and provided a great deal of insight to the storm water management 

situation. She recalled that the Storm Water Management Utility was one of the things that Council highlighted 

at their 2012 retreat as one of its goals to accomplish. She remembered that she, along with Mr. Peterson, were 

particularly concerned that they get this project done.  

 

Meadows said she felt that this report enhanced the discussion and clarified some things that she didn’t 

understand.  
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Burgess moved to elevate the ordinance to emergency to expedite the process of establishing a Storm Water 

Utility. The motion was seconded by Soucy.  

 

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                        Motion Carried 

 

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                        Motion Carried 
(3rd, Final) 

 

4. NEW BUSINESS:  

 

(A). ORDINANCE No. 13-04 CMS:  An Ordinance Authorizing the City of Oberlin to Cooperate with the 

Ohio Department of Transportation for the Resurfacing of State Route 58 and State Route 511 in the City of 

Oberlin, Ohio, and Declaring an Emergency.                   (1st
)(E) 

 

Soucy moved to have the ordinance read by number, title and substantive portions only, seconded by Peterson. 

 

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                        Motion Carried 

 

The Clerk read as directed.  

 

Motion to approve the ordinance on first reading was moved by Meadows, seconded by Broadwell.  

 

Norenberg provided background remarks. He stated that this is the first of two ordinances that puts into motion 

ODOT requirements. A great deal of work has been done to the City’s infrastructure in preparation for this 

project, which will begin in the summer of 2014. The director of ODOT has asked for this ordinance to be in 

their office by the end of the month, for that reason staff requests that this be passed on emergency. 

 

Broadwell asked if they would be able to get some of the disabled parking back when ODOT repairs the curb 

ramps downtown? Norenberg remarked that he would need to confer with the City Engineer, but his guess is 

that they wouldn’t be able to do anything on SR58.  However, they do anticipate being able to do something on 

West College street to attempt to address those concerns.  

  

A motion to suspend the rules requiring three readings and to elevate Ordinance No. 13-04 to an emergency in 

order to expedite the resurfacing of SR58 and SR511 was moved by Soucy, seconded by Broadwell.  

 

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                        Motion Carried 
(1st, Suspension of Rules/ Emergency)           

 

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                         Motion Carried 
(1st, Final) 

 

(B). ORDINANCE No. 13-05 CMS:  An Ordinance Approving a Collective Bargaining Agreement Between the 

City of Oberlin, Ohio, and the Ohio Patrolmen's Benevolent Association (OPBA) for Oberlin Police Department 

Sergeants and Declaring an Emergency.                                                                  (1
st
)(E) 

 

Meadows moved to have the ordinance read by number, title and substantive portions only, seconded by 

Broadwell. 

 

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                        Motion Carried 

 

The Clerk read as directed.  
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Motion to approve the ordinance on first reading was moved by Meadows, seconded by Broadwell.  

 

Norenberg remarked that this will be the first of four collective bargaining agreements to come before Council. 

They have recently concluded negotiations with the OPBA-Sergeants and OPBA-Patrol Officers and they also 

have begun contract negotiations with IBEW and the Part-Time Police Dispatchers. Norenberg noted that Joe 

Lencewicz, the City’s Collective Bargaining Consultant and Darlene Colaso, ACM/HRC were both present to 

answer questions related to this request. He further noted that there was a correction made to “Appendix 1- A” 

which accompanied Ordinance No. 13-06 AC CMS, he then deferred the discussion over to Colaso.  

 

Colaso provided a report of the changes made to Collective Bargaining Agreements for both Patrol Officers and 

Sergeants. She felt that the negotiation went very well given the tough economic times they have had to face. 

She commended the Patrol Officers and Sergeants for working with the City to get to this agreement that she felt 

was fair across the board.   

 

A motion to suspend the rules requiring three readings and to elevate Ordinance No. 13-05 for reasons stated in 

Section 3 was moved by Peterson, seconded by Soucy.  

 

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                        Motion Carried 
(1st, Suspension of Rules/ Emergency)           

 

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                         Motion Carried 
(1st, Final) 

 

(C). ORDINANCE No. 13-06 CMS:  An Ordinance Approving a Collective Bargaining Agreement Between the 

City of Oberlin, Ohio, and the Ohio Patrolmen's Benevolent Association (OPBA) for Oberlin Police Department 

Patrol Officers and Declaring an Emergency.                                   (1st
)(E) 

 

Meadows moved to have the ordinance read by number, title and substantive portions only, seconded by 

Broadwell. 

 

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                        Motion Carried 

 

The Clerk read as directed.  

 

Motion to approve the ordinance on first reading was moved by Meadows, seconded by Broadwell.  

 

Norenberg drew Councils attention to a list of recommended changes that accompanied materials submitted to 

Council for review. He remarked that the provisions and changes in this contract were essentially the same as 

the ones outlined in the OPBA-Sergeants agreement. Part of the economic realities that have been addressed 

through these two contracts is addressing how employees will be saving on their health insurance premiums but 

paying a little more on co-pays. The restructuring of this contract will yield the City savings in the area of 

$100,000 a year and will go into effect in the summer. Discussions will continue with City employees to make 

them aware of the changes. Soucy asked if the topic of “shared sick leave” had come up as a proposal. 

Lencewicz remarked that it had not nor had it come up in the past as a formal request from the unions. He 

remarked that the City would have a position on such a request if it were to arise. Colaso remarked that this had 

been an evolving topic that could be possible in the future but for now it has been sidelined. 

  

A motion to suspend the rules requiring three readings and to elevate Ordinance No. 13-05 for reasons stated in 

Section 3 was moved by Broadwell, seconded by Peterson.  

 

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                        Motion Carried 
(1st, Suspension of Rules/ Emergency)           
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Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                         Motion Carried 
(1st, Final) 

 

(D). ORDINANCE No. 13-07 CMS:  An Ordinance to Approve and Adopt the Current Replacement Pages to 

the Codified Ordinances and Declaring an Emergency.                                              (1st
)(E) 

 

Broadwell moved to have the ordinance read by number, title and substantive portions only, seconded by Soucy. 

 

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                        Motion Carried 

 

The Clerk read as directed with help from the Law Director, and the City Manager.  

 

Motion to approve the ordinance on first reading was moved by Meadows, seconded by Soucy.  

 

Law Director Severs remarked that this was an annual housekeeping measure where the City pays Walter H. 

Drane Co., to codify all of the ordinances that have been passed the prior year that substantively change or add 

to sections in the code book. Additionally, the State Legislature writes new laws and makes changes to existing 

law that in most cases effects the City’s “Traffic” and “Criminal” Code. Severs noted that administration likes to 

have this passed on emergency, most importantly because police officers are prohibited from citing under City 

ordinance where the ordinance is no longer in compliance with the State.    

 

A motion to suspend the rules requiring three readings and to elevate Ordinance No. 13-07 for reasons stated in 

Section 3 was moved by Meadows, seconded by Peterson.  

 

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                        Motion Carried 
(1st, Suspension of Rules/ Emergency)           

 

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                         Motion Carried 
(1st, Final) 

 

(E). RESOLUTION No. R13-02 CMS:  A Resolution Amending Resolution R11-09 and Adopting the 2013 

City of Oberlin Climate Action Plan Update.                                            (1st
)(E) 

 

Soucy moved to have the ordinance read by number, title and substantive portions only, seconded by Broadwell. 

 

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                        Motion Carried 

 

The Clerk read as directed. 

 

Motion to approve the ordinance on first reading was moved by Meadows, seconded by Soucy.  

 

Norenberg provided background remarks recalling previous discussions held covering this topic. It was noted 

that a memo was included in Council’s packet outlining changes made since Council’s last discussion of this 

topic during its February 4
th
 work session. Norenberg commended Doug McMillan, and members of the Climate 

Action Committee that helped to put this plan together, he then deferred the discussion over to McMillan to 

make additional comments and answer questions. McMillan remarked that over 42 people were involved in the 

process and he wanted to thank each and everyone who helped to make the plan a success. McMillan then 

reviewed the changes that were made to the plan as outlined in a memo provided to Council. 

  

Burgess moved to edit the 6
th
 “whereas” statement in the ordinance to strike the word “by” and insert the words 

“below zero no later than” so that it would read as follows:  
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“… WHEREAS, the 2011 Climate Action Plan demonstrates the City's commitment to effective planning and to 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions below zero no later than 2050;”  

 

The motion was seconded by Peterson. Burgess remarked that this is stated multiple times in the document, he 

was just trying to clean it up. Soucy asked for an explanation of the proposed amendment. Burgess explained 

that currently the community has a carbon footprint. Below zero would mean that not only have we reduced our 

carbon output, but that by the use of offsets (e.g., sustainable farming), Oberlin could actually take in more 

carbon than we are putting out, so that our net emission of carbon is less than zero, which is the definition of 

being climate positive.  Soucy asked would the change be significant enough change that members of the 

Climate Action Committee would need to respond? McMillan remarked that the committee members wouldn’t 

need to weigh in since it has been stated in both the 2012 and 2013 document that the goal is to reduce 

emissions below zero by 2050.  Soucy commented that she serves on the Oberlin College Energy Committee 

and felt that the section in the plan relating to the College is much better.  

 

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                        Motion Carried 

 

Mealy voiced his support of the program but noticed that there were several areas in the plan that needed to be 

revisited. He hoped that Council would be open to having this document further revised in the future. Burgess 

responded that the document would call for a five year review.  

 

A motion to suspend the rules requiring three readings and to elevate Resolution No. 13-02 in order to amend 

the City Climate Action Plan as soon as possible to reflect current recommendations, was moved by Meadows 

and seconded by Soucy.   

 

Roll Call:  4 Ayes         2 Nays                        Motion Failed 
(Meadows, Broadwell, Soucy, Rimbert)                   (Peterson, Burgess)    

 

Burgess remarked that the only reason why he voted no, was because he felt that as a matter of public policy, 

any policy that this Council debated should at least go two readings.  

 

Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                         Motion Carried 
(1st Reading) 

 

5. OTHER NEW BUSINESS:    
 

Burgess said that Mr. Norenberg provided Council with a memo from Fire Chief Kirin regarding surplus pagers. 

He asked why this would need to come before Council since it was such a small dollar amount. Norenberg 

remarked that the code provisions regarding surplus equipment requires him to consult and advise Council when 

it involves another governmental entity.  

 

Motion to authorize the City Manager to dispose of ten (10) pagers, at a cost of $50 each, to the Rochester Fire 

Department was moved by Burgess, seconded by Soucy.  

 

  Roll Call:  6 Ayes         0 Nays                         Motion Carried 

 

Soucy remarked that she thought the figure related to surplus equipment was raised from $3,000? Norenberg 

remarked that that figure was raised from $1,000 to $3,000.  

 

6. COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS:  

 

(A). Referrals 

(B). Advocacy 
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(C). Correspondence 

(D). Reports 

 

Meadows 

 Attended no-trespass law meeting at the library, it was well attended. 

 Received invitation, from the president of the school board, to attend their Facilities Committee meeting 

tomorrow night at 7:00 p.m.    

 

7. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT:  

 Tax Incentive Review Council (TIRC) – Tita Reed and Scott Broadwell – March 15. 

 Lorain County General Health District Advisory Board Annual Meeting – Representative is needed. 

 Ohio Benefit Bank tax clinics at Oberlin Community Services – Upcoming dates: March 2 and March 

16 – Call OCS for an appointment.   

 Green Acres RFQ – Please contact Planning and Development Director or City Manager with revisions 

by Friday, February 22nd.   

 Status of Fireworks Fundraising?  Vendor needs contract signed in April.   

 CDBG grant application for audible crosswalk signals at Main/College Streets – Funded up to $25,000.  

City to design, hold public/business community input, and County to bid/contract.  
 

 8. FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORT:   

 Quarterly Report 

 Community Organization Group will meet on February 20
th
 at 2:30 p.m. He asked that all conflict of 

interest that Council may have with any of the groups be brought to his attention as soon as possible.   

 Library will place a levy on the ballot in November. The board is currently in the process of exploring 

options on how to present the levy to the public. Talarico remarked that this is not new money that he is 

aware of it is just a renewal/replacement levy.    

 Renewal of the income tax levy, for the City, that expires at the end of 2014. This is not new money it is 

just a renewal of the existing two-tenths percent of the General Fund.   

   

9. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  None.    

  

10. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Being that there was no further business to come before Council at this time the meeting adjourned at 8:31 p.m.  

 

Attest:  

 

 

_____________________________    ____________________________ 

BELINDA B. ANDERSON, CMC    RONNIE J. RIMBERT  

CLERK OF COUNCIL      PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL 

 

APPROVED: 03/04/2013     POSTED: 03/05/2013  

 


